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WHITEWASHED HOPE

A MESSAGE FROM 10+ INDIGENOUS ©
LEADERS & ORGANIZATIONS

regenerative agriculture &
permaculture offer narrow
solutions to the climate crisis

WHERE IS 'NATURE'?

& Regen Ag & Permaculture often talk about
& what's happening ‘in nature’: “In nature,
N soil is always covered.” “In nature, there
E are no monocultures.” Nature is viewed
¢ as separate, outsic ideal, perfect. Human
- bei
© mimicking of life) because we exis

gs must practice omimicry” (the

& outside of the life of Nature.

@ Indigenous peoples speak of our role AS

= Nature. (Actually, Indigenous languages often

~ don't have a word for Nature, only a name for

{ Earth and our Universe.) As cells and organs

= of Earth, we strive to fulfill our roles as her
caregivers and caretakers. We often describe

ourselves as "weavers", strengthening the

a
f bonds between all beings.

"It's just a name. We are talking

about the same thing." No, we're nof.

Regenerative agriculture & permaculture claim
to be the solutions to our ecological crises. While
they both borrow practices from Indigenous

[< critically, they leave out our world ©
views and continue the pattern of erasing our
history and contributions to the modern world.

While the practices 'sustainable farming’
promote are important, they do not encompass
the deep cultural and relational changes needed
to realize our collective healing.

DEATH DOESN'T MEAN DEAD

r Permaculture often maintain the
< - ) -~ - t : 3 ] -
science: Rocks, mountains, soi nd, and
all start as "dead”. ( 's bring life back

> soill” — impl ithout microbes, is

dead.) Thi rorldv believes that life only
emer

together in some specific and

i°COL()NIZED

Indigenous cultures view the Earth as a
communion of beings and not objects: All matter
and energy is alive and conscious. Mountains,
stones, water, and air are relatives and ancestors.
Earth is a living being whose body we are all a
part of. Life does not only occur when these
elements are brought together; Life always is. No
“thing” is ever dead; Life forms and transforms.
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FROM JUDGEMENTAL TO RELATIONAL

en Ag & Permaculture maintain overly
simplistic binaries through subscribing to
good and bad. Tilling is bad; not tilling is
good. Mulch is good; not mulching is bad. V
must do o od’ things to reach th
idealized, 99.9% biomimicked farm/garden,
though we will never be as pure or good "as

Nature”, because we are separate from her.

Indigenous cultures often share the view that
there is no good, bad, or ideal—it is not our
role to judge. Our role is to tend, care, and
weave to maintain relationships of balance.
We give ourselves to the land: Our breath
and hands uplift her gardens, binding our life
force together. No one is tainted by our
touch, and we have the ability to heal as
much as any other lifeform.

.
PEOPLE ARE LAND. HOLISTIC INCLUDES HISTORY.

and Permaculture claim to be holistic in
erating a landscape,

ed: soil health, water c

hon , ter to EXCLUDE histor

Indigenous homelands steal-able and w

Among Indigenous cultures, people belong to land
rather than land belonging to people. Healing of
land MUST include healing of people and vice
versa. Recognizing and processing the emotional
traumas held in our bodies as descendants of
assaulted, enslaved, and displaced peoples is
necessary to the healing of land. Returning our
rights to care for, harvest from, and relate to the
land that birthed us is part of this recognition.

OUR WORDS SHAPE US

culture: You must first learn English to learn from
the godFATHERS of this movement. The English

language judges and ob including words

most Indigenous languages do not: 'natu

criminal, waste, dead, wild, pure..." English also

utilizes language like

non-living

. Among Indigenous cultures, every language
) emerges from and is therefore intricately tied

to place. Inuit people have dozens of words
for snow and her movement; Polynesian
languages have dozens of words for water's
ripples. To know a place, you must speak her
language. There is no one-size-fits-all, and no
words for non-living or sub-human beings,
because all life has equal value.

COMPOSTING.

gen Ag & Permaculture often share the
environmentalist message that the world is
dying and we must “save” it. Humans are
re try, we can create a "'new
Nature , though one that is not
as harmonious as the "old Nature" that
d before humanity. Towards this
mission, we must put Nature first and
sacrifice ourselves for “the cause”. °

Indigenous cultures often see Earth as going

) through cycles of continuous transition. We

currently find ourselves in a cycle of great

" decomposition. Like in any process of

composting there is discomfort and a knowing
that death always brings us into rebirth. Within

 this great cycle, we all have a role to play.

Recognizing and healing all of our own traumas
IS healing Earth's traumas, because we are ONE.




Making up only 6.2% of our global population, FOLLOW AND SUPPORT OUR CONTRIBUTORS
Indigenous peoples steward 80% of Earth's
biodiversity while managing over 25% of her land.
Indigenous worldviews are the bedrocks that our
agricultural practices and lifeways arise from.

« @CulturalSurvival / Galina Angarova
« Maori Waitaha Grandmothers Council & Tanya Ruka
@Fog_Moon_Studio / RegionNetPositive.com
+ @NEN_NorthEastNetwork / Seno Tsuhah
« Society for Alternative Learning & Transformation
We invite you to ground your daily practices in (SaltNet.org) / Simon Mitambo
+ Center for Indigenous Knowledge & Organizational
Development (CikodGhana.org) / Bern Guri
o + @EarthIsOhana @LoamLove / Kailea Frederick
» RegenAgAlliance.org / Regi Haslett-Marroquin
» @Linda.Black.Elk / Tatanka Wakpala Model Sustainable

Community

oI. Learn whose lands you live on (native—land.ca),°

their history, and how you can support their
causes and cultural revitalization.
2.Watch @GatherFilm and Aluna.

+ @GreenstoneFarm_LA / Greenstone Farm and Sanctuary
3. Amplify the voices and stories of Indigenous

« @CulturalConservancy / Melissa K. Nelson PhD
+ @NatKelley

» @GatherFilm
contributors to this post (see next slide). + @AGrowingCulture

peoples and organizations.
4.Follow, support, and learn from the

5.To republish this open-source post: « @Terralingua.Langscape
https://bit.ly/IndigenousWorldViews + @FarmerRishi
. » @KameaChayne

Prompts

1. Whatis the purpose of the post? What is the message it is communicating?

2. Pick two design principles/features (proximity, repetition, alignment, contrast, color,
font) and describe how they are applied in this campaign.

3.  How effective is the campaign? Would you share it? Why or why not?

4. If you think it is not effective, what would you change about it? What would you cut or
add?

5.  What is something from this campaign’s design that you might want to use in your own?



