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Text of Email Sent to Student


Hi, ______,

I hope all is well with you today! I just finished your feedback for your Critical Thinking paper, which demonstrates obvious attention to evidence and logic. The way you've written it shows strategies of counterargument and rebuttal, which are often used in classical argument. You considered the opposite side to make your own side look even stronger. 

However, I'm afraid this assignment is asking you to do something a little different. They want you to write the whole paper from the “opposing point of view” to show you can put yourself in someone else's shoes.

I'm sending along your draft with comments in the margin to explain more.

But, I also made a short video to give you a tour of those comments and explanations:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p1UF7LcpGmwPT06NLfLGTQB5V6Ed8F9m/view?usp=sharing 

I look forward to your comments and questions so we can continue our conversation! 

Best,
Emmy
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Tighter Restrictions for Gun Purchases	Comment by Emmy Ammirati: See this video for a tour of my comments. 
In 2023, “46,728 individuals died from gun violence in the United States” (John Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, 2023, An Overview of U.S. Gun Deaths in 2023). Out of the 46,728 deaths, 27,000 were suicides. Imagine how many deaths could have been prevented if the restrictions on purchasing a gun were better regulated by adding more restrictions? According to the ATF (2023), a person who has been in a mental institution cannot purchase a firearm. However, not all suicidal people check themselves into institutions. There is no mental health screen on the current application to purchase a firearm. By not having a proper mental health screen, we are aiding suicides. I understand that my opponent claims that guns themselves do not kill people. Someone has to pull the trigger. I can understand that, but which people are given that power? Having tighter restrictions may not make criminals follow the law, but it could help people who are struggling mentally. A life could be saved if the application for a gun purchase included a mental health screening, or if a mental competence exam was performed and signed by a doctor. Lastly, my opponent claims that more restrictions may make it harder for a person to obtain a gun, but who is it going to be harder for? A healthy, mentally sound person, or a person with mental health issues?	Comment by Emmy Ammirati: Ah, excellent job using the section heading to help the reader locate the quote on this webpage!

For full APA format, please add the word section (with a lowercase “s”) after the heading name.

Here’s a similar example:

(Milton School of Education, 2026, Overview of Literacy Rates section)

*Note: APA says it’s okay to shorten a section heading in a citation. Here it would be okay to write something like Overview of U.S. Gun Deaths section. 	Comment by Emmy Ammirati: Whoa! This is just so startling. It’s a great way to grab the reader’s attention when writing on this topic. 	Comment by Emmy Ammirati: The instructions for this paper may be a little confusing. They ask you to “articulate the central argument of the opposing side.” 

But, they don’t want you to address both sides of the argument when you write. Instead, they want you to write the entire paper from the point of view of the opposing side. 

So, if in your earlier video assignment, your view was that we do need tighter gun restrictions, then this entire paper should argue that we do not need tighter gun restrictions.

If in your video, your view was that we do not need tighter gun restrictions, then this entire paper should argue that we do need tighter gun restrictions. 

By getting you to take the perspective of the opposite side, they are hoping to get you to expand your critical thinking skills and truly consider “the other side’s” viewpoint. 

Which side did you take in your video? 
Based on that answer, what side do you need to take in this essay? 	Comment by Emmy Ammirati: To rewrite your thesis, take just one side—the side opposite the one you took in your video assignment:

1. Identify the position, and
2. List the reasons for it

This approach will get you to 50-word required minimum for the thesis.

These sentence stems may help:

Additional mental health screening should be required for the purchase of guns. These screenings are necessary because _______, ________, and _______.

Or

Additional mental health screening should not be required for the purchase of guns. Such screenings are not necessary because _______, ________, and _______.

Why Should Guns Have Tighter Restrictions?
Guns should have tighter restrictions in order to prevent deaths of individuals with depression or mental illness to prevent suicides. According to Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health (2023), 27,000 suicides were carried out using firearms. “Willow James” was a victim of a gun suicide.
“Edna James” (2026, personal communication, 2020, February) is a 65 year old from the Southern United States. Edna and her family have been pro-gun until the death of her daughter, Willow. Willow had severe depression most of her life. Whenever Willow turned 21, she purchased a firearm with the intent to use it for suicide. I looked at the ATF application, which only asks if the person had been admitted to a mental institution (ATF, 2023). Prior to purchasing this weapon, Willow’s mother, Edna (2026, personal communication, 2020, February) said that she had failed a mental health screening yearly since she was 13. If Willow had been required to get approval from a doctor, she would not have been able to so easily obtain the gun. 	Comment by Emmy Ammirati: To write the citation for a personal communication, use the following:

- the person’s first initial and last name
- the phrase “personal communication”
- the date you talked to them

To the cite the information in these first two sentences, I’d suggest this:

“Edna James” is a 65 year old from the Southern United States. Edna and her family have been pro-gun until the death of her daughter, Willow (E. James, personal communication, February 20, 2020).

Of course, use the correct date. I can’t tell if this information is from 2020 or 2026. :)	Comment by Emmy Ammirati: You could use the same format to cite the personal communication here:

Prior to purchasing this weapon, Willow had failed a mental health screening yearly since she was 13 (E. James, personal communication, February 20, 2020).
	My opponent could say that it would make it harder for a person to obtain a gun. However, any person who is mentally sound would not be affected. A person could still easily obtain a gun even with added mental health screening as long as they are mentally sound. I understand a gun cannot shoot and kill someone solely on its own, but the least that could be done is to put more restrictions on who can and cannot be behind the trigger. Lastly, criminals break laws. Since criminals break laws, does that mean we should not try to focus on what can be saved rather than what cannot be saved? 	Comment by Emmy Ammirati: The middle part of the paper includes experience, testimony, and logic to support the view that we need increased screening for gun purchases. Then, it addresses the other view in a way that rebuts that side. 

For this assignment, they only want the middle section to give those 3 types of information to support the side you are writing about.

Experience: 
What news story or personal example supports the view that we do (not) need additional screening for gun sales?

Testimony: 
What information from a credible source supports the view that we do (not) need additional screening for gun sales?

Logic: 
What reasoning connects the dots from the examples and sources to the conclusion that we do (not) need additional screening for gun sales?


Conclusion
46,728 people died by guns. 27,000 people used a gun to commit suicide. The lack of a proper mental health screening could contribute to suicide by guns. The ATF (2023), has an application for the purchase of firearms that does not include a proper mental health screening. This means as long as someone did not attend a mental institution, they can still purchase a gun. A mental health screening added on to application or a certificate of screening provided by a doctor could be beneficial. Though my opponent claims the gun would be harder to obtain because of this, I see it as who it would be harder for. Additionally, criminals will break the law, but we cannot give up on what could be done because someone says its not effective. We must focus on what can be done, rather than what cannot.	Comment by Emmy Ammirati: As with the rest of the paper, the conclusion should review only the side you need to argue. In other words, what arguments would someone make to prove that we need (or do not need) additional screening for gun sales? 	Comment by Emmy Ammirati: At the end of your revised conclusion, try answering this question:

Regardless of your view on requiring additional screening for gun sales, why is it important for everyone to understand the side argued in this paper?
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