Project 3: Researched Family Profile Essay

Short description: You will dig into your family history and find a story that helps you understand who you are in more depth. Your family can also be a family of choice. Don’t get stuck on anything that is painful or inaccessible.  Talk to me about anything you might have questions about, but know that family is broadly defined here.  You will use multiple forms of research and writing: anecdotal (interview), observational, reflective, archival, and academic to dig into your own history.

To start this project, you will conduct at least one interview with a family member who can tell you about some historical aspect of your family.  I recommend using multiple interviews from multiple family members to help you to gain different perspectives on the topic.

What can you focus on?  Ask your family!  And, think about stories that tug at you.  What do you want to know more about? 

If I was going to interview my family, I might ask my mom and uncle about their grandfather who was a farmer in Texas and lived an interesting life.  I’m particularly interested in the ways in which he cultivated a supportive and non-discriminatory space, despite owning cotton fields in Greenville, Texas.  I’m interested in stories about my great-grandfather supporting the UFW (United Farm Workers) and farm workers’ fight for rights.  I’m interested in stories about his relationships with workers and some of the contradictions that seem inherent in his life.  I would continue to search for information about the UFW in East Texas in order to shed light on the unlikely figure that my great-grandfather was.  

I might ask my mom and uncle about my grandmother’s career as an art historian.  Her experience as a college student in the midst of WWII was interesting, and I would try to learn more about women’s experiences in college in the 40’s.  I could look at her specific experience at SMU, but also explore other women’s experiences.  I could also look at her work at several art museums in Fort Worth, Texas, and also might want to explore what it was like for a woman to work in that field.   

I could also ask my dad and aunt about my grandfather who was a ball turret gunner in WWII and flew an enormous number of missions and survived.  I would want to know more about his untreated PTSD (or shell shock, as it was called then), and how he persevered, eventually owning the largest Rambler (an old car) dealership in Texas.  He also started a potato chip company, Garrett Potato Chips!  I could research ball turret gunners, what that meant and the legacy of shell shock.  I could look at the history of his dealership and how it eventually failed due to fraud.  

The list goes on . . .   

However, I might not ask my mom and uncle about my grandfather who helped to create the F-16 fighter jet.  I could get lots of information from my family, and I would also want to expand this search to include information about the F-16, about General Dynamics (where he worked), about World War II and the role these jets played in later wars, but I’ve heard this story and know a lot about it.  I want to know more about one of these other stories that I don’t know as much about.  There are many other characters from my family history as well that I don’t know much about.  I would use these stories instead in order to learn something new.

In order to come up with some ideas I’d like for you to create a list of 10 topics and two family members that you can talk to about it.  Make this list and post it on D2L.  Then, you will make a list of 10 questions to get your interview started.  This interview will be due Monday 3/2.  You will need to go back and get more information, but an interview to start will be due on the 2nd.


Getting Started:

Your Project 3 essay will include a braid of voices:
Your Voice–you will be our guide.  Take us through the stories and research and reflect on what it all means to you.
Interview–the voices of your family will come in through you.  You can use direct quotations from your interviews, but you can also use your own voice here too.  When you write you can use a “direct quote” or I might write that I could tell that my mom was really scared because her voice broke when she told me about that day. 
Research–you will bring in outside voices as well.  As you work on the in-class writing today, think about how and where you could bring in research.  Make notes.

Some ideas:

Re-read your notes (or listen to them) and start to think about what you’d like to focus on.
Start to write the stories using your voice and the voices of your family members/interviewees.
Make a list of questions that you'd like to ask to follow up.
Make note of research ideas.

This is just for you.  You’ll add to and change this around.  Don’t worry about grammar and punctuation or sounding good.  Just start to get some ideas down and think about what you need to continue.  

You will write an introduction and we will have a mini-workshop with this in class on 3/6 on the discussion board on D2L.  Your introduction will be due 3/16.

Research:
The next step will be research.  Sources for research will be academic, generally.  We’ll use the library databases (https://lib.arizona.edu/) for most of your sources, except for a few, but part of this project will be evaluating the reliability of your sources.  We want to avoid sources that use logical fallacies and too much bias.  We will discuss a variety of options for finding reliable sources and a lot will depend on your project.  We will work together as a class and I will work with you individually to find the best place to gather sources.  
One good rule of thumb when researching is to look for information on sites that end with .edu, .gov, .org, .mil.  When you find a source that ends with .com (which stands for commercial, or for profit) or .net (which stands for network and is vague) you will want to be careful and check reliability.  There are some good .com sources, but if you aren’t sure, just ask.  And, we’ll do a lot of this together in class.

 
Project 3 Workshop and Draft Due 3/23
Do not miss the workshop.  This is very important. 

Conferences with Amy 3/24-3/31: Sign Up Sheet will be posted on D2L 
5% of your grade will be based on your conference attendance and participation.  

Revision Workshop 4/3

Project 3 Revised Draft Due: 4/6

More details about the project:

Draft of Project 3:

Your draft will be 3-5 pages double spaced using Times New Roman 12 pt. Font, which is required.
 
You will need to use at least 3 sources and a minimum of 1 interview.  

Rubric for Draft:

Includes an interview with a family member and a clear topic			___/25 pts. 
Uses the writer's voice to guide us through the essay					___/25 pts.
Uses at least 3 reliable research sources
cited according to MLA format in the text						___/25 pts.
3-5 pages, TNR, double spaced, 12 pt. font, 
MLA format with Works Cited Page–if you don’t have one yet, you won’t get feedback on it, so try to put something together.  Also, Works Cited pages do not count toward page length (ever).												___/25 pts.
______/100 x 4=_____/400 points

Final Draft of Project 3:

Your final essay will be 5-7 pages, double spaced, using Times New Roman, 12 pt. font, which is required.

You will need to use at least 6 sources and a minimum of 1 interview.  If you use 2 or 3 interviews, one of these can be used as a source as well.  We will discuss how to find your sources and how to integrate them into your essay.

Revision plan created during conferences.

Rubric for Final Draft:

Includes an interview with a family member and a clear topic			/20 pts. 
Uses the writer's voice to guide us through the essay					/20 pts.
Uses at least 6 reliable research sources (at least 5 from the library databases)
cited according to MLA format in the text						/20 pts.
5-7 pages, TNR, double spaced, 12 pt. font, MLA format 
with correct Works Cited Page							/20 pts.
Revision plan was followed and reflection is complete				/20 pts.
______/100 x 4=_____/400 points

Reflection on the process due 4/18.

Reflection on the process due 4/18.

Project 3 Reflection Questions

Part 1: 
Now that you’ve finished the final draft of your project, looking back over the process, where did you struggle?  How did you solve your problem?  What was your strategy?  Be specific.  Use specific examples from your project. 

What was the most enjoyable part of the writing process for you?  What did you learn about yourself as a writer?  Write at least a paragraph.  

Part 2:
Choose two Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) that you should have met during this process.  Write a few sentences about how you achieved that SLO.  Be specific about your own project, but you can also use the textbooks to help you answer these questions. 

Write about how you met one of our Class Goals.  Be specific about your project and how you met this goal.

(See below for the list of SLO’s and Class Goals).

 Part 3:
How was the interview process?  Did you enjoy it?  What was one thing that you learned from the interviews that you didn’t expect?  For example, that it was harder than you thought it would be to talk to your family, or that you think you may have gotten closer to a family member . . . 
How has your perception of the importance of your family history changed/not changed?  
What was one part of the research process that surprised you?  
What did you learn about research that you didn’t know before?
Was it hard to use your own voice in a research essay?  How did you handle this?  
Did you learn anything new about citing sources?  What did you learn specifically?
What are two things that you learned from reading/workshopping other students’ stories?
What was your favorite part of the writing process?  
What was the most difficult part of the writing process?
What suggestions do you have for me about the assignment?  

Our Class Goals: 
Goal 1: Classroom Community
We will work to get to know each other as people and work to listen to each other and help each other to succeed.  We will do this through group work, partner projects, workshops, and by having conversations.  
Goal 2: Try New Things
An important goal for this semester is to try new things.  We will push ourselves to do things that we’ve never done before, try new technology and work in multiple modes.  Keeping an open mind and a growth mindset (we will discuss this) will help you to explore new ways of communicating with and understanding the world around you.  Part of a growth mindset is knowing that you learn the most when you try new things, sometimes fail, sometimes struggle, but always know that you are learning. 
Goal 3: Share 
We will share our work with each other.  In order to feel safe to do this, we will actively work to create a community where we feel comfortable sharing, even if we are trying something new.  We will support and encourage each other and through sharing become even better.  
Student Learning Outcomes:

	100 Level English Outcomes
	1. Implement and reflect upon composing processes that are individualized, flexible, and contextually responsive.

	
	2. Adapt composing practices to specific modalities, genres, social situations, and cultural contexts.

	
	3. Demonstrate ethical practices in the collection and use of information.

	
	4. Suggest constructive global and local revisions to other writers.

	
	5. Utilize feedback to produce global and local revisions in your own writing.

	
	6. Recognize and articulate how your values, goals, and/or lived experiences inform your choices as writers.

	

102 Specific Outcomes

	7. Make purposeful and context-sensitive choices regarding language, structure, and design conventions.

	
	8. Support ideas through the use of examples, observations, experiences, and reasoning.

	
	12. Read and analyze texts across multiple genres and rhetorical contexts.

	
	13. Develop and implement research strategies for focused inquiry.

	
	14. Evaluate sources for credibility, relevance, context, and accuracy.

	
	15. Synthesize varied research findings to develop and share ideas.





